






The research
Bournemouth University students, led by Dr Anita Diaz and Dr Liz Franklin, have been working 
with the National Trust and RSPB in the Isle of Purbeck to monitor heathland habitats and 
develop more e�ective conservation methods for the area. Over the course of several summers, 
teams of students from BU have carried out ecological surveys of the Isle of Purbeck.  They’ve 
carried out hours and hours of surveying work, gathering huge amounts of data about the flora 
and fauna in the local area.

For BU students, the project has been a fantastic way of developing their skills, putting their 
academic knowledge into practice and bolstering their environmental experience which will be 
a real advantage when applying for jobs. But perhaps the most significant benefit has been to 
the National Trust, RSPB and our local area as the extra man-power has enabled them to gather 
substantial amounts of data which will go on to inform conservation activities that will help to 
preserve the natural beauty of Purbeck for years to come.

Currently the largest citizen science project the National Trust has embarked on to date, 
student involvement has informed the analysis of 80 years of ecological change at the  
site, which is helping to shape the new conservation management plans for the future  
of the reserve. 
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Michelle Brown is the Ecology Officer for the National Trust’s Purbeck 
Estate and was the project lead for the National Trust.

“BU students have been involved with the National Trust since 2010, 
when they began assisting with our annual deer census survey, but it 
wasn’t until the start of the Cyril Diver project in 2013 that our Student 



The research
Around 850,000 people in the UK have some form of dementia, with numbers expected to rise 
as people are living longer. As the disease progresses, it’s not unusual for people to lose weight, 
which can lead to further physical and mental decline.  

Ensuring that people are eating and drinking enough is an important part of providing good 
quality care for someone with dementia living in a care home, but can become increasingly 
challenging as the disease progresses. The reasons behind this can be complex and could relate 
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60 coaches from different schools and colleges across China took part in the BU China Football 
Study Programme, a new initiative in collaboration with partners AFC Bournemouth.

For a year after the devastating 2015 earthquake in Nepal, students from BU, alongside 
students from India and Nepal, were stationed in a news bureau in Kathmandu, reporting on 
the disaster’s aftermath. Their aim was to challenge traditional crisis journalism by capturing 
the voices of Nepalese people as they dealt with loss, recovery and life after the earthquake.

The project, a flagship project for the BU’s 
Connect India hub, was run in partnership 
with universities in India and Nepal.

Students travelled to earthquake-a�ected 
areas in Nepal, gathering stories from far-
flung places, rarely accessible to journalists 
reporting during a moment of crisis. The team 
then shared these stories via a dedicated 
Aftershock Nepal website, Facebook page, 
Instagram page and Twitter account.
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Bournemouth University and AFC Bournemouth 
announce continuation of partnership
Bournemouth University have extended their partnership with AFC Bournemouth, to 
become Official Higher Education Partners for the 2016-17 Premier League season.  

The university and the club have had an established partnership since 2013, with AFC 
Bournemouth rising into the Premier League and to the highest ever league finish in the 
club’s history during that time.

Activity undertaken as a part of the partnership last season, AFC Bournemouth’s first 
season in the Premier League, included a number of student ambassadors working to help 
supporters during match days, gaining work experience and supporting the club in the 
delivery of games.

Now in its second year, the ‘BU Big Match’ will see a week of events involving schools and the 
local community, as well as BU sta�, students and alumni.

Rob Mitchell, Commercial Director at AFC Bournemouth and a Bournemouth University 
graduate, said, “We are delighted to be working with Bournemouth University again this 
season and continue what has been a very fruitful partnership. Both AFC Bournemouth and 
Bournemouth University are big organisations within the local area, and committed to the 
community they are based in, so I am sure that this partnership extension will be to the 
benefit of BU students, sta�, and the local community, as well as us here at the football club.”

Post-Brexit debate held at BU
Businesses at a major Brexit summit in Dorset hailed ‘confidence’ as the vital factor in forging a 
successful future outside of the EU.

The event, held by Dorset Chamber of Commerce and Industry (DCCI) and hosted at Bournemouth 
University, was attended by more than 130 people.

Entitled ‘Brexit: What Next for Business?’ it focused on the need for greater Government 
consultation and communication with the business community to end uncertainty and boost belief 
in the economy.

The panel of business leaders comprised BU economist Professor Nigel Jump, NatWest head of 
corporate Anthony Donohue, Savills (UK) Ltd senior planning director Richard Shaw, Daily Echo 
editor and head of news Andy Martin, Steele Raymond solicitors managing partner Peter Rolph and 
Sunseeker International chief executive o�cer Phil Popham.

Professor John Vinney, Vice-Chancellor of Bournemouth University and DCCI chief executive Ian 
Girling welcomed delegates before panellists gave an insight from their sector and the floor was 
opened for questions.
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150 
We are ranked in 
the Times Higher 
Education’s ‘150 
under 50’ list of 
the world’s best 
150 universities 
under 50 years old.

99
clubs and 
societies active 
at BU in 2015/16, 
including 23 
academic ones.

200
We are one of 
the 200 most 
international 
universities in 
the world, in the 
Times Higher 
Education World 
University Rankings.
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